
A trip with a purpose 
A life with a meaning

Kazemachiura, a seaman's beach

Umikazenokuni

Ojika Island

Uku Island
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Here, a fisherman will gift his catch to a farmer next 
door, and in turn, find a basket of vegetables waiting 
on his doorstep the next morning.

A small time capsule where everything seems to be 
preserved: traditions, natural habitats, the architecture 
of the past as well as the community spirit.
Discover the part of Japan that remains unknown to 
many. 

A well-kept secret 
Off the coast of Nagasaki Prefecture.

Ojika Island
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Surrounded by a turquoise sea, the island 
is dotted with beaches where you can 
enjoy snorkeling, SUP, and other marine 
activities. 

Rent a bicycle (electric-assist bicycles are also available) from 

the Ojika Island Tourism office to easily navigate the island and 

enjoy all of the magnificent sights.

������������������

Great Outdoors
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【 Click here for details】
OJIKA ISLAND TOURISM
Ojika bicycle rental　



These beautiful houses were refurbished by Alex 
Kerr, a renowned Japanologist and author who 
dedicated his l i fe to protecting and preserving 
Japanese traditional heritage. All kominka were 
equipped with a spacious bath ,  washlet ,  and 
heating to provide a much-needed retreat af ter 
the day's adventures. 

I t  can  be a  fo rmer  fishe rman 's  home tucked 
away in the narrow streets of a fishing village, or 
a  s a m u ra i  h o use  w i t h  a n  e l e ga n t  Ja p a n ese  
garden.

【 Click here for details】
OJIKA ISLAND TOURISM
OJIKA KOMINKA
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Traditional Japanese Aesthetics



At this stunning 170 years old kominka you wil l be 
t reated to mult i - course dining featuring special ly 
selected seasonal vegetables and fish f rom Ojika 
I s l and .  I n  2019 Fuj imat su  made i t s  en t r y  i n  the  
M ICH EL IN  G u id e  Fu ku o ka -S a ga - N a ga s a k i  2019  
Special Edition.

For a truly one-of-the-kind experience

We recommend you to stay in a traditional Japanese house:

Kominka.

In Ojika Island you can choose from six different kominka, 

Each with its own unique charm.
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Sustainable Accommodation & Dining

【 Click here for details】
OJIKA ISLAND TOURISM
RESTAURANT FUJIMATSU
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Eating Locally



The 100-year old｠YASA｠guesthouse invites you to experience 

the sustainable living of the Japanese countryside.｠
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Immersive Travel
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広く開放的なキッチンで、一緒に食事の支度を。

まるでここに暮らしているかのような時間。

すぐそばの海岸では釣りを。自分で釣った魚の味は

格別！

Help start the fire to warm up the water in the 
traditional makiburo tub. There is no better way 
to rel ieve the fat igue from a day’ s adventures 
than to soak in the hot water.

Sp en d  you r  days  enjoy i ng  
t h e  na t u ra l  b ea u t y  o f  t h e  
i s l a n d ,  a w a y  f r o m  y o u r  
p h o n e ' s  s c r e e n ,  a n d  t h e  
world’s troubles.

【 Click here for details】
OJIKA ISLAND TOURISM
YASA HOMESTAY 
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A Charming Old House



Hundreds of Deer Roam Free in the Wild.

Besides the hundreds of wild deer that roam the island, here you will find the remains of the Hidden 
Christian communities that put the island on the UNESCO World Heritage List.
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Join a trekking tour and travel along ancient pathways to Funamori 
Village where you can still feel the Christian presence.

Another trek will take you through 
the pristine forest…

… to the shrine that is 1300 years old. 
Behind it stands an imposing rock 
formation called Oe-Ishi.

【 Click here for details】
OJIKA ISLAND TOURISM
NOZAKI ISLAND
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Spend some much needed｠one-on-one time with Mother 

Nature. Surrounded by the｠untamed landscape, and ruins of 

dwellings, the mysterious Nozaki Island will give you a｠feeling 

of being in a dystopian future.｠
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An otherworldly place
That almost seems foreign. 

Unique History
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Ojika and Uku Islands are located around 60 kilometers west of 

Sasebo Port in Nagasaki Prefecture and you can reach them in 

as little as 90 minutes via a high-speed boat, or a regular ferry 

that makes the journey from Sasebo in about 3 hours. 

Alternatively, there is an overnight ferry leaving Hakata Port in 

Fukuoka city around midnight, and reaching  the islands early  

in the morning. 
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From Port  to Port 
Across The Sea 

Welcome to Ojika and Uku Island!

Access information

High Speed boat（1hour and 25 min）…2 ships per day

High Speed boat（1hours and 20 min）…2 ships per day

Ferry(2hours and 40 min ～ 3hours and 20 min)
…2ships per day

Ferry(2hours and 30 min ～ 3hours and 40 min)…I ship per day

【Click here for details】
Kyusyu shosen （From SASEBO）　　

High Speed boat（20 min）
…2 ships per day

Ferry(40min)…I ship per day
Kyushu  Shosen

Ferry（4hours and 10 min）

Departing I time every day at 23：45 for Fukue island Departing I time every day 
at 23：45 for Fukue island

Nomo Shosen

Kyushu  Shosen

九州商船

Ferry（35 min）

【Click here for details】
Nomo shosen （From HAKATA）　　

20㎞

�� ��

A
c
c
e

s
s

In
fo

rm
a
tio

n

Nomo Shosen

N

����������

Ojika and Uku Island

Fukue

Naru

Aokata

Ojika

Uku

Sasebo

Hakata

Ferr
y T

aik
o

Ferry Inori
Speed boat

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Sasebo

Uku

Ojika

Fukuoka

Kumamoto

●

●

Sasebo

Ukutai ra
Port

O j i ka
Po r t

O j i ka
Po r t

Ukutai ra
Port

Haka ta



Ojika and Uku Islands are located around 60 kilometers west of 

Sasebo Port in Nagasaki Prefecture and you can reach them in 

as little as 90 minutes via a high-speed boat, or a regular ferry 

that makes the journey from Sasebo in about 3 hours. 

Alternatively, there is an overnight ferry leaving Hakata Port in 

Fukuoka city around midnight, and reaching  the islands early  

in the morning. 

�������������������������������

From Port  to Port 
Across The Sea 

Welcome to Ojika and Uku Island!

Access information

High Speed boat（1hour and 25 min）…2 ships per day

High Speed boat（1hours and 20 min）…2 ships per day

Ferry(2hours and 40 min ～ 3hours and 20 min)
…2ships per day

Ferry(2hours and 30 min ～ 3hours and 40 min)…I ship per day

【Click here for details】
Kyusyu shosen （From SASEBO）　　

High Speed boat（20 min）
…2 ships per day

Ferry(40min)…I ship per day
Kyushu  Shosen

Ferry（4hours and 10 min）

Departing I time every day at 23：45 for Fukue island Departing I time every day 
at 23：45 for Fukue island

Nomo Shosen

Kyushu  Shosen

九州商船

Ferry（35 min）

【Click here for details】
Nomo shosen （From HAKATA）　　

20㎞

�� ��

A
c
c
e

s
s

In
fo

rm
a
tio

n

Nomo Shosen

N

����������

Ojika and Uku Island

Fukue

Naru

Aokata

Ojika

Uku

Sasebo

Hakata

Ferr
y T

aik
o

Ferry Inori
Speed boat

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Sasebo

Uku

Ojika

Fukuoka

Kumamoto

●

●

Sasebo

Ukutai ra
Port

O j i ka
Po r t

O j i ka
Po r t

Ukutai ra
Port

Haka ta



Surrounded on all sides by the open sea, Uku 
Island was once home to fishermen called 
"Amanshi".
Even today, many tourists come to the island to 
enjoy the fresh seafood.

During the Gion Festival held in the summer, 
young men carrying portable shrines weighing 
up to 400 kg run through the town at full 
speed, creating an impressive sight!
The whole island comes alive for the festival, 
which is held to wish for the good health for the 
islanders.

Uku Is land is located in the 

nor thernmost par t of the Goto Is lands 

in Nagasak i Prefecture.

The is land is fu l l  of beaut i fu l nature 

and histor ical romance.
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Uku Is land
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Uku Island is the birthplace of Goto culture and 
history. There are many historical sites that tell the 
story of the times, such as Hitakizaki (Funakakushi) 
where Iemori is said to have landed and Toukouji 
Temple with its brilliant vermilion gate.

A short distance away from the town, the scenery 
becomes filled with nature.There are many Wagyu 
cattle grazing on the grasslands.
The cat t le ra ised in th is magnificent natura l  
environment are known to be among the most highly 
regarded Wagyu cattle in Japan.

In 1187, Taira no Iemori, the half-brother of Taira no Kiyomori, 

arrived on Uku Island in search of a safe place to live.
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Great history
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There are many different experiences you can enjoy depending on which Minpaku you stay at.
Depending on the weather, the scenery may vary.
A fisherman's house, a cattle farmer's house, a house that makes local sweets, or a house where you 
can enjoy bamboo craftwork...
This is the perfect for those who are looking to experience "Japanese-ness".
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【 Click here for details】
UKU TOURIST ASSOCIATION
Homestay



Enjoy Japan's countryside landscape

and the scenery, culture, and customs of rural Japanese life. "Minpaku"

At a fisherman's home, you can watch fish in the fishing boat's holding tank,

At a cattle farmer's home, you can interact with the calves,

and if you are staying at a Minpaku near the coastline, you could take a 

walk on the beach and collect seashells...
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Island life
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The rich nature of Uku Island, surrounded by the sea, is what 

makes it such a great place to enjoy the bounties of the sea.

Uku Island is also famous for its fishing spots, and is a 

treasure trove of fresh seafood.
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Fresh seafood & Japanese food

　　　　　

On the island, food is 

not naturally plentiful.

Because of this, people 

grow vegetables in their 

gardens and catch fish 

in the sea.

Rural cuisine, made with 

only what is available, is 

the best food to truly 

experience Japan.

Japanese food in 
the countryside
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Visit shrines & Temples

Uku Island is home to more than 

30 temples and shrines.

Visit the temples and shrines around the 

town on a walking experience, and enjoy 

Uku and Goto culture and history.

Because of the strength of the 
samurai family that ruled the Goto, 
Christianity was not widespread 
o n  t h e  i s l a n d ,  a n d  B u d d h i s t  
temples and shrines were built in 
v a r i o u s  p l a c e s ,  s p r e a d i n g  
Buddhism throughout the region.

Uku Island, where the belief in Kobo-Daishi 
remains strong, has a history of being a port 
of call for envoys to China.
Jizo statues of Kobo-Daishi can be seen in 
the houses and Jizo shrine hall s of the 
villages around the island.
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【 Click here for details】
UKU TOURIST ASSOCIATION
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Atago Jizo and Kannon (Goddess of Mercy) are 
enshrined at the top of the mountain, which has been 
worshipped since ancient times. The area around the 
summit is part of the Saikai National Park, where 
migratory birds on their way to mainland China can be 
observed.

This is a must-see spot when visiting Uku Island.
The sun setting on the horizon is truly spectacular.
The lighthouse, first lit up in 1978, remains in use to 
this day.
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Breathtaking view
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This is the best photo spot on Uku Island!
With a camping site and beach house, people can enjoy sea kayaking 
and surfing, in addition to swimming.
Home to many rare plants and creatures, the island is designated as 
part of the "Saikai National Park".

The clarity of the "Uku Blue" will captivate you.
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Tsushimase Lighthouse
A white figure standing on the grasslands

Shirogadake
A panoramic view of the Goto Islands from
259m above sea level



Uku Island is ideal for bicycling due to the size of the island 

and the lack of undulations.

You can rent an electric power-assisted bicycle called a 

"Uku-chari," and use it to get around the island.

Small in size, it's perfect for those who want to take their time 

to explore the island.

Find your own special place!
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Explore the island

���

��� ���

���
���

���

���

���

Landing Site of Lord 
Taira no Iemori
About 50 minutes

Tsushimase Lighthouse
About 30 minutes

Large Cycad at Miura Shrine
About 45 minutes

Pasture in Kiba
About 50 minutes

Shiode Seaside Area
About 40 minutes

Kamiura Port
About 35 minutes

Kaigora
About 25 minutes

Giant Banyan Tree
About 20 minutes

Ukutaira Port
（Uku Tourist Association）

Nagasaki-bana Seaside Road
Ohama Beach

About 15 minutes

Shirogadake
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      Photo spot 

Ukuchari
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※Time shown is the approximate time 
   required from Ukutaira Port.

【 Click here for details】
UKU TOURIST ASSOCIATION
Uku chari
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小値賀の海 March 2021Publication date

特定有人国境離島地域社会維持推進交付金を活用して制作しています。


